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Robert (00:01): 

I've been selling sweat pants, dresses, jewelry. I'll be selling different things in there. Hello. This is 
Robert. This is 4732 Liberty Heights Avenue, and I've been away for a long time. I've been away for 
about 20 years in prison. Had to make a new change. And I met my friend of mine named Mr. Mack. He 
gave me the opportunity to run his little business right here. He trusts me. 

 Come out of prison, it's hard to get a job. People won't trust you. And Mr. Mack gave me a 
chance. He gave me the key to the front door and the last four or five months, I've run this by myself. 
I'm doing good. 

Speaker 2 (00:44): 

How old are you now, Robert? 
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Robert (00:45): 

I'll be 59-years-old in about 60 more days. 

Speaker 2 (00:49): 

You were in jail for 28 years. You've spent half your life behind bars. 

Robert (00:55): 

Yeah, in prison, all my life. I don't want to go back there. 

Speaker 2 (01:00): 

Can I ask what the circumstances were or the charge? 

Robert (01:02): 

Yes, sir. Attempted murder. Gave me 65 years. 

Speaker 2 (01:09): 

What was the story? What happened? 

Robert (01:10): 

We were selling drugs in the projects, Lafayette, and I'm dead wrong. The guy bumped me and I shot 
him and I paid for it. 20 years of my life. 

Speaker 2 (01:24): 

I wonder what kind of words of wisdom you have for kids out here who are looking at a possible future 
similar to what you've experienced. 

Robert (01:31): 

Yeah, I'll tell him about my life. About 15, 16 years old. Got caught up in the jungle out here. And when 
you make bad choice, you got to pay for it. You'll wind up with life in prison and getting life in prison, 
you're finished. No turning back. Your life's gone in the [inaudible 00:01:53], man. 
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