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Yusuf Ali (00:03): 

Yusuf Ali from Liberty Heights in Gwynn Oak. 

 I hustle. I thought I would be a millionaire by now, as long as I've been in the game. But right 
now, my life is really in shambles, man. I got a kid on the way. My life is really wild right now. 

Speaker 2 (00:29): 

How so? Say more about that? What's chaotic about it? 

Yusuf Ali (00:33): 

I sell narcotics. So, like right now, I got enemies around. 
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Speaker 2 (00:40): 

Talk about how that happens. How do you make enemies? 

Yusuf Ali (00:44): 

I might take something from somebody. I might rob somebody. You think they're going to just lay down? 
And this guy just took my money, and I ain't doing nothing to him? I ain't going to do nothing back? 

Speaker 2 (00:56): 

But you feel like it's worth the risk then? 

Yusuf Ali (00:59): 

If you got a record like mine, the jobs are not hiring. They're looking at your record, "Oh, you did a 
second, three-time felon. You can't... Nah, we ain't having that." I had just came home at the beginning 
of the year, and I just got caught up in this drug life again because I couldn't find a job fast enough. And 
so now, I could be on my way back to jail because of some fines I ain't paid yet. They want me to pay like 
a thousand dollars as soon as I come home, but how can I do that if I don't have a job? And now you got 
to go back out here and sell drugs because you can't get a job fast enough. 

 The drug trade is just not my only hustle. Man, you can tell me cut your grass for $50, I'm going 
to cut it. You tell me to dig a hole for a hundred dollars, I'm going to dig that hole. You know what I 
mean? I don't care what you're using the hole for. I'm going to dig it. You know what I mean? You can be 
ready to throw a body in there, how big you want it? I'm going to dig it for you. So, it never stops. 
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